Order for Commissioning of the Guatemala Mission Team

Pastor:
Our church rejoices to commission this short-term mission team, as our representatives to the mission field among the Guatemalan people in Guatemala City and Amatitlán.

Team:
We count it a privilege to be commissioned by our congregation to serve the Lord in this place.

Pastor:
We counsel you to focus on Christ, the Light of the world, being aware of the beauty in all of God’s people and His creation everywhere.  Go forth and show the love of the Lord Jesus Christ to all people.

Team:
We shall remember the beauty of God’s creation and declare His glory as we represent our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Pastor:
We pray that Satan will be bound and the Good News proclaimed through you to many.  You will proclaim the message of God’s love and hope in our Lord and Savior.

Team:
We shall endeavor to serve faithfully in the Spirit of Christ.

(Each team member is given a strip of the “Sending Cloth” to carry with them 

and the larger piece to be placed on the altar in the sanctuary)

Pastor:
This “Sending Cloth” which we place on the altar is a reminder to pray and ask God’s blessing on our mission team as they minister in Guatemala City and Amatitlán.  We send them forth as our representatives to serve the Lord by showing the love of Jesus Christ to all people.


(Team Prayer Partners (and congregation), please come forward to lay your hands on these servants)
Pastor:
You have been involved in this ministry outreach by serving this team and the mission of our church as Prayer Partners.  Your daily commitment to prayer is essential to this ministry of Christ.  In order that our team might be confident in your resolve, I ask you – will you continue to pray daily for the mission team?

Partners:  We will daily and faithfully pray for the mission team.



(Congregation, please rise (if not already in front))

Pastor:
As our short-term mission team goes forth to serve, we ask all our members to lift up our mission team in prayer and seek the blessing of our gracious Lord on this ministry of our church:

Cong.:
Go, then, in peace and joy.  May the Almighty and most merciful God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit go with you, bless you, strengthen and protect you for faithful service in His name.

Pastor:
Let us pray. O God, merciful and gracious Father, we give thanks for all the blessings You have bestowed on our mission team in their preparation for mission service.  By Your Holy Spirit, grant them grace in service, readiness to grow in wisdom, steadfastness in ministry, patience, understanding, great zeal and safe travel to and from the mission field.  Support and strengthen them by Your Word so that Your mission may be built and increased through Your Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

